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 Understanding the ANRF Intellectual Property Policy & Guiding Principles for

Grantees: Dr Vidula Walimbe
* |P terms of ANRF MAHA AI-SE and Medtech Mission: Ms Meghana Bhandari
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About Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF)

Established through Act of Parliament: ANRF Act 2023, to promote R&D and foster a culture of research and innovation
throughout India’s Universities, Colleges, Research Institutions, and R&D laboratories. ANRF acts as the apex body to provide
high-level strategic direction to scientific research in India as per recommendations of the National Education Policy.

Some of its key objectives include:

1) Seeding, growing, and facilitating research at academic and research institutions, particularly at universities and colleges
where research capacity is at a nascent stage, through programs such as research and development projects, fellowships,
academic chairs, and creation of centers of excellence. Increasing India's role and participation in key areas of national and
global importance.

2) Supporting the translation of research undertaken into capital-intensive technologies.

3) Assisting in the setup of research infrastructure and ecosystems for scientific pursuits on matters of national priorities,
emerging frontiers and strategic research

4) Encouraging collaboration between scientists within and outside India, to enrich the Indian scientific ecosystem


https://anrfonline.in/ANRF/About?HomePage=New
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About MAHA Programs — Al-SE & MMM

- Priority-driven

- Solution-oriented research

- by

- funding large-scale,

- multidisciplinary,

- multi-institutional

- and multi-investigator projects that address India's most pressing
socio-economic and technological challenges.

Mission Mode Projects: The MAHA program supports M A H A

. @ M - Mission for

=1 A - Advancement in

aluy

T > =

A
0L
5

H - High impact

(o]

Although ANRF has announced other MAHA Programs such as the
MAHA Drone, MAHA Water and MAHA EV Missions our focus in A . @ A= A
today’s session will be the Maha Al for Science & Engineering (Al-SE)
Mission and Maha MedTech Mission (MMM).

* Image generated with Al for illustration purposes only.
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Basic concepts
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Concepts

Introduction to Intellectual Property Rights

* Intellectual property: Intellectual property (IP) refers to creations of the mind, such as inventions; literary and
artistic works; designs; and symbols, names and images used in commerce.
¢ Intellectual property rights: Intellectual property rights are the rights given to persons over the creations of their
minds. They usually give the creator a right to prevent others from the use of his/her creation for a certain
period of time.
e Examples of formal IP rights:
o Patents: Novel, inventive, industrially applicable inventions
o  Copyright: Original creative, literary and artistic works
0 Trade Marks: Words, logos, symbols, and slogans
o Plant Variety Protection: New plant varieties with distinctness, uniformity and stability
o Designs: an industrial design constitutes the ornamental aspect of an article

e Note: Trade secrets can be protected using Confidential Agreements

Source: WIPO: .


https://www.wipo.int/en/web/about-ip
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/trips_e/intel1_e.htm
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A few key aspects: [ oneeRs ]

Recognition of creators Ownership rights Commercialization rights

Notes: For ex for patents —
e Creator = Inventor
e Inventorship is distinct from ownership — inventors may not be the owners.

e Owners can choose to give commercialization to others.
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How are the rights decided? [ oneer ]

Rights Who/ what decides?

Right to be recognized as creator e Decided by the law
(for ex: as inventor)

Right of ownership of IP Host institution or employer’s policies
Employment agreement
Funding/ grant agreement (and related policies/ scheme guidelines)

Collaboration agreements

Right to use/ trade/
commercialize IP

Host institution or employer’s policies

Funding/ grant agreement (and related policies/ scheme guidelines)
Collaboration agreements

Licensing/ assignment/ option agreements
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€ Fundding « «h Decision Path # Disclosures

Policies

Do hangrey = Pabon

1. Intellectual Property Policy and guiding Principles for Grantees
2. Health, Safety and Environment Related guidelines for projects funded by ANRF
3. ANRF Open License for Software, Models and Datasets

4, Impact Whitepaper - june 2026

€ RDI Fund

a‘fecruitment «

9 Sclence For Soclety «
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ANREF IP Policy & Guiding Principles for Grantees
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Policy

Guiding Principles

ANUSANIHEAN SATIONAL RENEARCH FOUSDA TION; INTELLECTUAL
PROPERTY POLICY & GUINENG PRINCIFLES FOR GRANTIRS

ANELINDULECTUAL FROPERTY POLICY

The Assmsihan Nasomd Keseweh Foxbsaon (the Fonssdatnn’| o ¢ setwnry boby
i b st by Ammandh Nabon o Rienn b Framdatne At 2007 0 pron ek bagh
vl vesege detew for rocsh, wesveten snd setrrgrvrendey w the Tkl of
mtenl socwn  exhabey 4 oo =
A prrerniel enl meth wrvees, bedh eal apidtee. sl smetsfs sl e degral
wtatem of erurnos el sl swren
bl wvly e Ve o fae Natwuwsd StrSecnmd Preperty Rghts Aaicy. 2004 da
crestnory sad pmsworee e vtesduiod by sediossl property bar the bofs of ol e
oz chyetnz of the ANED 1P Pubicy & bo s swppost fir roscash, ot
TR EnAY
Tha 1P arvuing ax of (s scash Radsdd iy S Foundatben @ o s fhar saset

hamcnd e et and. e good

TP rocaling fumn neesandy funded hy e Fosalaton sl ver w ok the grasne Behanm
whah rene O gaeh

18 ronea Al grawds (win uhed 1o 08 dn bl Gor reamebgn o felaedg) pugrarene o
tvvnen, the P pudacies oF st bt watintnn sl syl

The Chading Prisciples speiionl i AmssnmsnA (0on i et i o0 Wil fhe grames
vy cooemmmindie fe B

The Founloton s unil) Sowlng winopies Sy Iy of B I inihalag v
Sonmring, where the Frmndeton detoremes o ooed for wakte rbdic Smsemmnton, v
sepsd Mehvndingy svsbiontbm wf s rosvasrh in buba

The Fovedwrmn reny, from tees b tene. s spocify rerta devasons Sors Se ol
Fruphe of IF vosg wah B gomtes 13 cwopreesd wastees wvehnyg i e
et w arecal wrwne o wecpaly rapeter st rmh oo e
srangy. dofonce. sxupas v petdac

SRR
TSI R TSI LT T R

| Plewing on & wt of pulleg e & wubl gratus o salobe sie
brsmsne <) prnidl b fae —

Sossyd Princems

I L whon B rr— -
) N acteermy petin gl This wml be i B Saw of pus oo Wl bt sion
w Bgh Sl o o poni et by e g n s wa

Srwgh IF prowonon et vewie

b L s bnd o 43 apsrsasms ol e Ao o e vt smbrraten. deve
- e v v 1] . Th anhd subak e o) vt
vk b ey, srrvwere—" el oy apbe of B p— -
AT By O B e TN o ST, o v e e g el
B s b

“h S 1 e e ' P inaeghe byt
resied by & Thes k] ens e sy o o o b S b
P ey e e T T TR @Y R r——eit v ke G
L el e e
- Sy ot 7 ”

T L e s ot e 4 b B b s s b

L R
Vb e e S i, ey b gy - i ——— -
il ¥y [ amtns et 4 smde gihm & 0 hrwany ] rewie
sirns.

B e e e i ]
s b B b+ syt

ol Gt sl it e S shacnt Wiy o W sy sk it o
FRa o vl oo I of P o bl sibesguc 0o Tk g et

) e s o v g e g b . v, Iy o oo -
Sty mrm e wd 1A o ey et S —

A Wrr 1P reeten o At Ao e e A S e e by
T R

T G way e vn, Wy e e e e b - b
'

Commmastaduins o i IF
b The ey ke B e sl ks o imwiny I, o6 & come-bycome S s
- e e b= ———

i

e A R
-

B B U devbagd by ¢ gt 4 oy o il 4 bt
el b g el Moo s wimg el e et i wodod wet et
W g ogliiis, v T gy, sl g b s p—
B T B e I L )
arag comrnms Accelegy whhi ceaking hamews S e el gve

ol ——— ]y —— - —————
B e

e L e T T T
sl aapatiey wnd cemponner of e pgeasd Rotmees SRARERE (¥ TR
iy e e v b o c——h——— i b o'y

11 Aoy Wiy wrvgree daadd comader premmg e S e of Sibe
et i ey Bee g e praewee o iy e hermew v e e Jomees =
It ot - b b whon b - b oy o b bl
e bl b whty sy b ol ey T - —
P X e g A € Gt of Mot waker w6 o] Ay

17 ) | b g aen e vy W A el e ey b s
s o e e oo e v d b B b wtd 8 s e | s et iy

e e e e e ] e D P
gt sl e Vo 1 e wntes sppwesl. sy shevy sk
Mg a1y o e s o wd berasmn ) -

14 The roman dhall res pretornes b e o e Dommy, Ry e S chsat i
g eyt b d gpny ok bl ] APt e s o
b 0 S e | b v k] e et . 8 i b ot S

1 Wi e g sy pashms basmemy & shell b wnt = e Sy
e
100 sk it b o & i b . gty sl g | Ak
101 b meare comrwe denld be vmadand By onartng AR wy o B gty
@ vevty s vehing Boen B Conan Pl Dl T w Mieie e
) W — v — . (ohr - — o b—t— 1o -
o o g et pot s M0 semen

0 The crmmne e, w4 8 oy et o e, ——g b & e P
Wby, S, b an oer st S w owane reees of I By et

— ot s ¢ S, . 0 4 . T Bt i b
o — ot g St 4 ek b i, i i
s, of o W s iy by ———— v b
—yy

e



https://serb.gov.in/assets/pdf/disclosure/ANRF_IP_PolicyGuideline_(REV_clean)_9_2_26.pdf

gHre e e e
\/El\l | ‘ IRE '\ ANUSANDHAN NATIONAL
CENTER

ANREF IP Policy




4/ S e e T
VEN-rU '/ ANUSANDHAN NATIONAL
CENTER £V RESEARCH FOUNDATION

Overall Objectives and Principles [ Polley ]

e Core objective of the ANRF IP Policy is to ensure support for research,
innovation and entrepreneurship (ANRF IP Policy Clause 2)

* The IP arising out of the research funded by the Foundation is an asset that
must be appropriately harnessed for maximizing socio-economic impact

and achieving public good. (ANRF IP Policy Clause 3)


https://serb.gov.in/assets/pdf/disclosure/ANRF_IP_PolicyGuideline_(REV_clean)_9_2_26.pdf
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Ownership [ o ]

* |IP resulting from research funded by the Foundation shall vest with the grantee institution which
receives the grants. (ANRF IP Policy Clause 4)

* In respect of grants provided to an individual for internships or fellowship programmes at a host
institution, the IP policies of such host institution shall apply (ANRF IP Policy Clause 5)

e The Foundation may, from time to time, also specify certain deviations from the general principle
of IP vesting with the grantee in exceptional situations involving grants for research in critical,
sensitive or strategically important sectors, such as nuclear or atomic energy, defence, aerospace

or public health. (ANRF IP Policy Clause 8)


https://serb.gov.in/assets/pdf/disclosure/ANRF_IP_PolicyGuideline_(REV_clean)_9_2_26.pdf
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Commercialization

* The Guiding Principles specified in Annexure-A provide the basis on which the grantee may

commercialize the IP. (ANRF IP Policy Clause 6)
* The Foundation may specify binding principles for licensing of the IP, including open licensing,

where the Foundation determines the need for wider public dissemination, or rapid technology

acceleration of the research in India. (ANRF IP Policy Clause 7)


https://serb.gov.in/assets/pdf/disclosure/ANRF_IP_PolicyGuideline_(REV_clean)_9_2_26.pdf
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Guiding Principles: General Principles
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Guiding Principles
Annexure A

Dissemination

e Grantees should make efforts to disseminate knowledge arising out of their research to
the society for achieving public good (Guiding Principle No 2 )
o peer-reviewed publication
o through development of a product, process or technology for deployment on a

scale
o through IP protection and transfer (and eventual public disclosure)

SARAL Al (https://saral.democratiseresearch.in/) is an ANRF-supported tool that converts research papers

into multiple formats — reels, podcasts, slides, posters, threads — along with Sarvam Al that uses Text to
Speech engine to generate audio voiceovers in 21 Indian languages. It is a dissemination tool. This directly

supports the "dissemination to society" objective of the ANRF policy.



https://saral.democratiseresearch.in/
https://serb.gov.in/assets/pdf/disclosure/ANRF_IP_PolicyGuideline_(REV_clean)_9_2_26.pdf
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Grantees to decide approach for IP protection

e Grantees may decide on the appropriate approach for IP protection (Guiding Principle No 3 )

e Base the decision on an assessment of the findings of the research undertaken. Consider:
o Novelty, inventiveness and applicability capable of IP protection, or
o Relevance is in respect of deciphering of new concepts, understanding and
theoretical frameworks.

Annexure A

[ Guiding Principles 1



https://serb.gov.in/assets/pdf/disclosure/ANRF_IP_PolicyGuideline_(REV_clean)_9_2_26.pdf
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H H Annexure A
Intimation & Acknowledgement
Intimate ANRF (Guiding Principle No 4, 5) Acknowledge ANRF (Guiding Principle No 4, 5)
Publications ® Publications
Filing of IP ® Any public forums/ media
Grant of IP

Commercialization of IP

Partnership/Collaboration agreements



https://serb.gov.in/assets/pdf/disclosure/ANRF_IP_PolicyGuideline_(REV_clean)_9_2_26.pdf

gHre e e e
VENTURg S\ Ausanoran natioaL
CENTER g RESEARCH FOUNDATION

Guiding Principles: Commercialization
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IP administration and decisions

* (Implicit) Grantee is responsible for IP filing, prosecution and maintenance.

* Committee (comprising scientific, industry, finance and legal experts) (Guiding Principle No 16)
o toreview IP filing, granted status
o toreview transfer and licensing
o evaluation of the IP and advice on the modalities for commercialisation, and

whether exclusive or non-exclusive licensing

Annexure A

[ Guiding Principles 1



https://serb.gov.in/assets/pdf/disclosure/ANRF_IP_PolicyGuideline_(REV_clean)_9_2_26.pdf

J/‘ AT e e e
VENTURE S\ Ausanoman naTIona:
CENTER

F 4 RESEARCH FOUNDATION
4 ,::’

General principle

* Where IP protection is obtained, grantees should ensure that the products and technologies are
commercialized for larger societal impact. (Guiding Principle No 6 )

* The grantee may decide the means and modes of licensing IP, on a case-by-case basis and in a
transparent manner, based on considerations like, nature of the technology, technology
readiness level, market, risk assessment, investment requirement and how much development is
required for a technology to be commercialized. (Guiding Principle No 8 )

Guiding Principles
Annexure A



https://serb.gov.in/assets/pdf/disclosure/ANRF_IP_PolicyGuideline_(REV_clean)_9_2_26.pdf
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Preferred licensees

*  While considering licensing, the grantee should give preference to small and medium enterprises
and start-up entities that undertake manufacturing in India (Guiding Principle No 9)

Annexure A

[ Guiding Principles }
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Government rights

* Any licensing arrangement should consider preserving for the Government of India the
irrevocable, royalty-free right to practice or require the licensee to grant sub-licenses to
responsible applicants, on reasonable terms, when it may be necessary to fulfil public interest,
including, health or safety or security needs of the country. This is without prejudice to the right

of the Government of India under law for compulsory licensing. (Guiding Principle No 11 )

Annexure A

[ Guiding Principles 1



https://serb.gov.in/assets/pdf/disclosure/ANRF_IP_PolicyGuideline_(REV_clean)_9_2_26.pdf
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Guiding Principles
Annexure A

Licensing terms

* A standard licensing agreement framework may be developed by the grantee (Guiding Principle
No 12 ).
* The grantee shall give preference to non-exclusive licensing (Guiding Principle No 14 ).
* Where the grantee considers exclusive licensing, it shall be subject to the following principles
(Guiding Principle No 15):
o (a) such agreements must be for a limited time period, geography and usage; and
o (b) public interest concerns should be considered by ensuring availability of the
products or technologies resulting from the research in the Indian market at
affordable prices
* (In ANRF Policy Clause 7) The Foundation may specify binding principles for licensing of the IP,
including open licensing, where the Foundation determines the need for wider public

dissemination, or rapid technology acceleration of the research in India.


https://serb.gov.in/assets/pdf/disclosure/ANRF_IP_PolicyGuideline_(REV_clean)_9_2_26.pdf
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Guiding Principles
Annexure A

Assignment (transfer of ownership)

* If there are requests for any IP assignment, the grantee could consider undertaking such

assignment based on the Foundation’s prior written approval, especially where such assignment

may encourage spin-outs and formation of start-ups. (Guiding Principle No 13 )



https://serb.gov.in/assets/pdf/disclosure/ANRF_IP_PolicyGuideline_(REV_clean)_9_2_26.pdf
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Guiding Principles
Annexure A

Good Practices

e Grantee to decide on the appropriate approach for IP protection after assessment of the research
(Guiding Principle No 3)

e Check licensee capability and competence to scale up the innovation before licensing (Guiding
Principle No 10)

e Define commercialization timelines in the licensing arrangement (Guiding Principle No 10)

e Consider public interest and affordable availability of products in the Indian market (Guiding Principle
No 9)

e Set up a Committee comprising scientific, industry, finance and legal experts to review IP filing,
granted status, transfer and licensing — to ensure IP does not remain without being transferred or

licensed (Guiding Principle No 16)
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MAHA MMM - IP Policy
MAHA AI-SE- Open License Policy
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MAHA MMM - IP Policy & FAQs

Maha MedTech Mission follows the ANRF IP Policy
* creator credits
* ownership rights

Remain same.

Just the commercialization (in this case, utilisation) rights/terms are different
e FAQs
IP ownership:
The intellectual property (IP) generated under the Hgl MedTech Mission will be owned by the
grantee itself.

Grant funding can cover:
Non-recurring expenses including regulatory processes and patent filings
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ANRF MAHA AISE Program> Outputs

Key outputs expected from ANRF MAHA Al-SE

* Open-source model, tools and autonomous laboratories

* Open-source dataset -- data backbone built on FAIR (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, and
Reusable) principles

e  Combination



D VENTURE O\ R
ANRF MAHA AISE Program> Creator credits &
ownership

Creator credits and attribution: Via copyright notice
Ownership: Owned by the grantees
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ANRF MAHA AISE Program> Utilization Rights

All outputs must be released under the ANRF Open License (adapted from MIT), ensuring open access,
ethical use, and global interoperability.
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ANRF MAHA AISE Program> ANRF Open License

Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining a copy of this work and associated
documentation files, which may include software code, datasets, trained or untrained Al models, workflows,
documentation, and related tooling, and any derivates from the code or Al models (collectively, the “Work”),

to deal in the Work without restriction, including without limitation the rights to use, copy, modify, merge,
publish, distribute, sublicense, and/or sell copies of the Work, and to permit persons to whom the Work is
furnished to do so.

Subject to the following conditions:
* Inclusion of copyright notice

*  Provided “as is where is”. No warranty
*  Responsible and ethical use

*  Global interoperability

* Limitation of liability
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Resources

* MIT Open License Policy : https://opensource.org/license/mit

National Al Strategy :

* Al for Viksit Bharat (Niti Aayog, Sep 2025) : https://niti.gov.in/sites/default/files/2025-09/Al-for-Viksit-
Bharat-the-opportunity-for-accelerated-economic-growth.pdf

* India Al Governance Guidelines :
https://static.pib.gov.in/WriteReadData/specificdocs/documents/2025/nov/doc2025115685601.pdf

* Responsible Al #AlForAll (Niti Aayog, Nov 2022): https://www.niti.gov.in/sites/default/files/2022-
11/Ai for All 2022 02112022 0.pdf

* UNESCO Al Ethics Recommendation : https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/4062376?In=en&v=pdf



https://opensource.org/license/mit
https://niti.gov.in/sites/default/files/2025-09/AI-for-Viksit-Bharat-the-opportunity-for-accelerated-economic-growth.pdf
https://static.pib.gov.in/WriteReadData/specificdocs/documents/2025/nov/doc2025115685601.pdf
https://www.niti.gov.in/sites/default/files/2022-11/Ai_for_All_2022_02112022_0.pdf
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/4062376?ln=en&v=pdf
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