
U
L 

BY
 V

B 
: P

SC
 : 

17
-0

8-
20

09

CM Y K

CM Y K CM Y K

CM Y K

REPORTER
reporters@sakaaltimes.com

Pune: The long dry spell, 
coupled with no possibility of 
monsoon revival in the next 
two days, have aff ected the level 
of water in dams as well. The 
Khadakwasla dam, which was 
fi lled 88.37 per cent last year 
on August 14, is fi lled up to only 
41.01 per cent as on Friday.

It is mid-August only but the 
water level in other dams in the 
grid has dropped considerably. 
According to the offi  cials of 
Pune Irrigation Circle, the wa-
ter-storage is suffi  cient to cater 
to the drinking water need of 
the city and it would be given 
priority. Meanwhile, the catch-
ment areas of all major dams 
received no rainfall on Friday.
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TRUTH HAS PREVAILED, 
SAYS MASHELKAR
Former CSIR Director 

General R A Mashelkar 
who had to resign as head 

of a Technical Experts Group 
(TEG), working on Indian pat-
ent law following charges of 
plagiarism in a section of his 
report, expressed his happiness 
after the Centre accepted his 
recommendations on Friday.

“I am very happy with the 
development. I have only one 
thing to say, truth has prevailed. 
I have nothing else to add,” 
Mashelkar, who is currently the 
president of Global Research 
Alliance told Sakal Times.

After the report came out in 
December 2006, Left parties 
and groups like the National 
Working Group on Patent Laws 
alleged that the report was bi-
ased in favour of multinational 
companies. It was also alleged 
that portions of the reports 
were found to have been taken 

from an international report. 
This resulted in Mashelkar 
withdrawing the report for 
‘rectifying the inaccuracies.’ 
However, after facing relentless 
personalised attacks, he put in 
his papers in March 2007.

The TEG was set up to 
examine the compatibility of 
TRIPS (Trade Related Intel-
lectual Property Rights) agree-
ment of World Trade Organisa-
tion with the Indian patent laws 
that limited the grant of patents 
to only new discoveries.

It was also asked to examine 
whether it will be compatible 
with TRIPS to exclude micro-
organisms from patenting. The 
panel had concluded that pat-
ents should be granted on ‘in-
cremental innovations’ though 
every eff ort should be made t
discourage ‘ever-greening.’
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AUGUST 15
CELEBRATION: OF 63rd Indepen-
dence Day at S M Joshi Socialist Founda-
tion, 9 am
AT Bharati Vidyapeeth Bhavan Terrace, 
7.30 am
AT Patrakar Bhavan, 8.30 am
BOOK FESTIVAL: THE Strand Book 
Festival at the Institution of Engineers, 
Shivajinagar from 10 am to 8 pm
EXHIBITION: OF North East Crafts 
Fair at Sonal Hall, Karve Road from 10 am 
to 9 pm
RALLY: ON swine fl u awareness by Aro-
gya Sena from Hammalnagar to Shani-
warwada, 2 pm

T O D AY

Saturday, August 15, 2009
Hindu day: Shravan Krishna Paksha: 9

Rahukal: 9.00 am to 10.30 noon
Parsi day: Ushtavaiti P20 
Muslim day: Shaban M23

A L M A N A C AUGUST 16
RELEASE: OF book titled ‘Share As-
tro’ at Jayaka Garden, near Vedbhavan 
Vedvihar, Paud Road, 10 am
LECTURE: ON ‘Archaeology and 
tradition’ by M K Dhavalikar at Potdar 
Hall, Bharat Itihas Sanshodhak Mandal, 
6 pm 
DISTRIBUTION: OF late Capt. 
Shivrampant Damale Puraskar at K 
V Chafekar Hall, Chandrashekhar 
Aagashe College, Mukundnagar, 10 am
PROGRAMME: ON ‘Shrimant 
Thorale Bajirao Peshwe Jeevandarshan’
at Shree Mrutunjayeshwar Mandir, 
Kothrud, 6.30 am
BOOK FESTIVAL: THE Strand 
Book Festival at the Institution of 
Engineers, Shivajinagar from 10 am 
to 8 pm
MEDICAL CAMP: AT Dr Dilip 
Munot’s Clinic, 122, Shukrawarpeth, 
Padmalaya Society from 10 am to 2 pm 
EXHIBITION: OF North East Crafts
Fair at Sonal Hall, Karve Road from 10 

pillars of progress
We plan to develop a campus 
sharing the ‘mind space’ of NCL 
that would help nucleate start-up 
technology enterprises...

in pune, for india

Established with an objective of 
advanced research in chemi-
cals and allied disciplines, the 
National Chemical Laboratory, 
has polymer science, organic 

chemistry, catalysis, materials chemis-
try, chemical engineering, biochemical 
sciences and process development as its 
main areas of research.

Besides being the producer of largest 
number of PhDs in chemical sciences in 
India, it publishes second largest num-
ber of papers in chemical sciences and 
fi les the largest number of patents, in 
India as well as abroad. The world class 
infrastructure facilities for research 
help around 400 students pursue their 
research work in NCL for doctoral de-
grees and about 80 students are award-
ed PhD degree every year.

Besides PhD. students, several Msc, 
BTech  and BE students work on their 
fi nal year projects at NCL while sci-
entists of NCL teach at local colleges 
and universities. NCL also conducts 

specialised continuing education 
programmes for the industry. It has 
been conducting training programs 
for various industries for polyolefi n 

manufacturing technologies, poly-
olefi n rheology and processing of 
polyolefi ns.

The world-class infrastructure 
which supports the science and 
technology activities in India 
includes pilot plants, sophisti-

cated instruments, infor-
mation infrastructure, 
workshop and glass 
blowing. Another high-
light is the interdisci-
plinary research centre 

with interests in polymer 
science, organic chemistry, 

catalysis, materials chemis-

try, chemical engineering, biochemical 
sciences and process development.

A recognised centre of excellence 
for academic research in chemical and 
related sciences, NCL has enjoyed a 
distinguished tradition of scholarship 
for over six decades and has nurtured 
world class scientists in diverse areas. 
The laboratory has made signifi cant 
contributions to human resource de-
velopment for both, academia and in-
dustry. NCL alumni occupy positions of 
distinctions in both academic and cor-
porate world in Indian and abroad.

NCL’ s portfolio of programmes 
include process and product develop-
ment, reaction engineering, pilot plant 
experiments, process design and engi-
neering, process simulation and model-
ing, computational modeling, technical 
consulting and continuing education. It 
has the capability to deliver solutions 
to customers across the full spectrum, 
from laboratory scale development 
to design and operation of batch and 
continuous pilot plants and prepara-
tion of basic engineering packages. It is 
focussed on creating value to customers 
through innovations, IP, development 
of processes and science based under-
standing of complex phenomena.

shriram.shinde@sakaaltimes.com

NCL-encouraging excellenceThe  aim is to encourage 
scientists to spin-off  
knowledge-based enter-
prises to demonstrate 
early stage innovation 
through a robust business 
plan. To create an insti-
tution with excellence 
devoted to acquisition, 
transmission and applica-
tion of knowledge, 
says Dr S Sivaram 

Snapshots
Established in: 1950
Location: Dr Homi Bhaba Road, Pashan
First Director: Prof James W McBain
Current Director: Dr S Sivaram
Staff  strength: 1872   
Mission: Internationally known for 
its excellence in scientifi c research in 
chemical sciences, life sciences, and 
engineerings, the NCL is a science and 
knowledge-based research, development 
and consulting organisation. Research 
here spans diverse areas of scientifi c 
and industrial research covering various 
disciplines. All research disciplines are 
supported by several resource centres.

Future plans
Venture Centre, a technology business 
incubator is planned. It will specialise in 
technology enterprises, providing products 
and services, exploiting scientifi c expertise 
in the areas of materials, chemicals and 
biological sciences and engineering. 
NCL will fl oat it as the trademark of 
Entrepreneurship Development Center 
and  a not-for-profi t independent 
company. To be set up within the NCL 
Innovation Park, it will have labs, offi  ce and 
hot-desking space for start-up companies, 
shared laboratories, analytical facilities, an 
information and learning center, and other 
supporting resources and services. 
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Pune: Adding to the woes of 
ever-worsening situation of 
disposing nearly 12,000 tonnes 
of garbage generated in the city 
everyday, a top company that 
was disbursed a whopping Rs 
13 crore to process the garbage 
that the Pune Municipal Cor-
poration (PMC) dumps at Urali 
Devachi has quietly walked out 
on the huge processing plant.

The company—Selco—has 
reportedly carried away with 
it all the heavy machinery and 

equipment, leaving the PMC 
high and dry.

The money had come 
through a central government 
scheme extended to all cities 
that had a defence airbase facil-
ity to ensure that there were no 
bird hits to the defence aircraft. 

Standing committee chair-
man Nilesh Nikam has sought 
details of the status of the 
processing plant from the head 
of the health department R R 
Pardeshi, who is in-charge of 
the dumping plant.

The Rs 13 crore fell into the 
Selco hands through a round 

about way, via the National 
Building Construction Corpo-
ration (NBCC), which had ap-
pointed it. The NBCC was given 
the task to erect the plant.

The PMC had earlier refused 
to sign an agreement with 
NBCC and Selco, saying it will 
do so only when Selco reaches a 
capacity to process at least 250 
tonnes of garbage per day. The 
fi nal capacity that Selco was 
supposed to achieve was 500 
tonnes per day. But, Selco never 
crossed even 50 tonnes per day 
and it had in fact stopped all 
processing since August 1.

G A R B A G E  P R O C E S S I N G  

Firm walks out on Rs 13-cr project

D RY  S P E L L

Water level in dams down
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Pune: In the wake of the out-
break of H1N1 pandemic fl u, 
city-based Ramesh Garware 
Trust—the trust active in vari-
ous Corporate Social Respon-
sibility (CSR) initiatives and 
social causes, donated two ven-
tilators to the Sassoon General 
Hospital on Friday. 

Mayuri Garware from the 
trust handed over the papers 
related to ventilators to the 
dean of the Sassoon Hospital 
Dr Arun Jamkar.

Speaking on the occasion, she 
said, “Currently, the Sassoon 

Hospital is playing a vital role 
in treating H1N1 fl u aff ected 
patients from Pune and other 
parts of Maharashtra. Consid-
ering the seriousness of the 
fl u treatment and shortage of 
ventilators at the hospital, we 
have decided to lend a helping 
hand to the hospital by donat-
ing ventilators.” 

District collector Chan-
drakant Dalvi, trustee of Ra-
mesh Garware Trust Jayant 
Joshi, Umakant Mangire from 
Ramesh Garware Trust, D 
Gnanasekaran, CEO and S P 
Raykar, CFO from Garware Be-
stretch Limited were present on 
the occasion.

Garware Trust donates ventilators to Sassoon

STATUS OF WATER LEVEL IN VARIOUS DAMS
Dam                                              Storage percentage  
                                 August 14, 2008 August 14, 2009 (till 5.30 pm)
Pawana  97.51 80.75
Kasarsai  95.76 83.81
Mulshi  93.95 84.28
Temghar  100 100
Warasgaon  93.62 65.35
Panshet  89.53 74.73
Khadakwasla  88.37 41.01

TRAGIC: Fourteen Pond Herons were found dead at a drain in Rawet on Friday. The birds possibly died after 
eating infected fi sh, say the locals. Dead birds were sent to State Disease Investigation Centre for post-mortem

HELPING HAND: Mayuri Garware from the Ramesh Garware Trust 
(second right) hands over the papers of the ventilators to Sassoon Hospital 
dean Dr Arun Jamkar (right) while CEO Garware Bestretch Limited D 
Gnanasekaran (left) and collector Chandrakant Dalvi look on

How has the swine fl u situ-
ation evolved from the fi rst 
death in the country till 
now?

There were two phases be-
fore and after the fi rst death. In 
the earlier phase, our surveil-
lance was focused on checking 
people’s travel history and fi nd 
cases with infl uenza. After the 
fi rst death, it was believed that 
there was local transmission 
and hence our focus had to 
be broadened. Initially, when 
travellers came, they brought in 
the virus and it was transmitted 
to those who came in contact 
with them. The virus acts like 
a chain reaction-getting trans-
mitted from A to B, B to C. This 
was a localised transmission.

After over 20 deaths in the 
country due to swine fl u, do 
you still believe that H1N1 
virus is mild?

The virus is mild. It can’t be 
labelled as lethal. But due to 
higher transmission rate, more 
people are getting infected. Due 
to the increase in number of in-
fections, there will be change in 
the spectrum of disease. Since 
more samples are testing posi-
tive, it suggests that very active 
transmission is going on at 
community level.

What are the chances of this 
virus resurfacing? Will it be 
more severe as some reports 
suggest?

It is too premature to say 
now whether the virus will re-
surface. If, yes, then when. We 
also can’t say at this moment 
whether the next strain will 
stronger or milder. The virus is 
unpredictable in nature. 

Four years ago, the H5N1 vi-
rus causing bird fl u created a 
huge scare. This time it is the 
H1N1 causing swine fl u creat-
ing panic again. What is the 

diff erence you see between 
the two strains of virus?

There was initial worry about 
the lethality of H5N1 as it had 
killed a huge number of poultry 
birds in a very short time. How-
ever, the transmission was low. 
The novel H1N1 strain, which 
has killed a large number of 
people worldwide and is now in 
India is highly transmissible. 

After the bird fl u scare, the 
government had promised 
better infrastructure for 
virus testing. Has it taken 
shape?

As of now, 18 government 
labs across the country have 
been designated as nodal units 
for Infl uenza A H1N1 virus 
testing; each lab catering to a 
certain set of states to ensure 
full coverage. These labs were 
sanctioned soon after the bird 
fl u problem. These labs could 
not have been pressed into ac-
tion had they not been there 
because it takes time to set up 
the infrastructure. 

Could these labs been in-
volved earlier? 

In the initial stages, the test 
samples were not as enormous 
as it is today. There were no 
deaths initially. So NIV and 
National Institute of Commu-
nicable Diseases, Delhi, were 
able to manage. Now after the 
deaths, there is a panic and we 
are fl ooded with swab samples. 
To reduce the pressure, these 
labs were involved.

What is the future of vac-
cines? Some say medicinal 
plants in Western Ghats hold 
the key, while some suggest 
the answer to vaccine lies in 
the virus strain itself.

There are private manufac-
turers involved in the vaccine 
preparation. It is expected to hit 
the market in next four months. 
We are also helping them in this 
regard. But we cannot vouch 
for the various theories fl oat-
ing around regarding vaccines. 
There is a huge gap between 
concept and reality.

‘Vaccine theories not proved’

TESTING TIMES: NIV Director A C Mishra

A C Mishra 

National Institute of 
Virology (NIV), the 
premier viral research 
institute, has been in 
the forefront for many 
years leading the battle 
against epidemics. 
Currently at war against 
swine fl u, NIV Director 
A C Mishra discusses 
with Shashwat Gupta 
Ray issues pertaining 
to swine fl u and the 
diff erence in the 
situation between bird 
fl u, which fi rst struck 
India in 2005 and now 
swine fl u
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