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1. Introduction to Venture Center 
 

Entrepreneurship Development Center (trademarked and famously known as Venture Center) 
hosted by CSIR-National Chemical Laboratory (NCL) in Pune is India’s largest inventive 
enterprises and science business incubator. The Venture Center strives to nucleate and nurture 
technology and knowledge-based enterprises by leveraging the scientific and engineering 
competencies of the institutions in the "Pune region" in India. The Venture Center aims to 
empower and enable scientists and engineers in pursuing technology, innovation and 
entrepreneurship objectives. 
 
 It is home to more than 75+ resident start-ups at any given time and in the last 13 years since 
inception in 2007 Venture Center has supported >450 knowledge intensive enterprises, 
innovators and entrepreneurs in developing IP rich deep-tech products and services through its 
various incubation programs. 
 
Venture Center was founded with support from NSTEDB, Department of Science and 
Technology, Government of India. Venture Center is NIDHI Center of Excellence, national 
implementation partner for the NIDHI-Entrepreneur in Residence Program and NIDHI Prayas 
Center. Venture Center also hosts a BIRAC BioNest (Bioincubator), BIRAC Regional 
Bioinnovation Centre, Center for BioPharma Analysis and Technology Transfer Hub. Venture 
Center is a BIRAC-Biotechnology Ignition Grant partner and home to NIDHI Seed Support 
System of DST-NSTEDB and BIRAC Seed and LEAP fund. 
 
Venture Center is the winner of National Award for Technology Business Incubator 2015, 
Asian Association for business Incubation (AABI) Incubator of the year 2018 & National 
Entrepreneurship Award ( for Eco-system Builder) 2019. 
 
More about Venture Center: http://venturecenter.co.in/ 

 

2. List of various initiatives taken by Venture Center towards managing the crisis due to 
to COVID-19 

 

As the COVID-19 coronavirus situation is becoming challenging day-by-day worldwide, 
Venture Center is directing all its efforts towards developing solutions for some of the pressing 
needs in the times of such crisis and also helping entrepreneurs build technologies to fight this 
global pandemic.  
 
Venture Center has created an online platform to capture all its efforts in this direction. 
https://www.venturecenter.co.in/covid19/ 
A list of all such efforts is given below, 
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a) Venture Center is the Nerve Center of “Task Force on Repurposing Drugs for COVID-
19” (TFORD). 

b) Creation of Pune Face Shield Action Group 
c) Creation Pune Non-Contact Thermometer Action Group 
d) Funding support for startups: Call for proposals under Special Drive for COVID-19 
e) Do it yourself at Protoshop at Venture Center 
f) COVID19 Resource Center for Regulations and Test Standards-An RIFC initiative of 

Venture Center 
g) Venture Center is a satellite partner for National funding call-CAWACH, an initiative 

of NSTEDB,DST, Government of India 
h) Supporting more than two dozen startups for technology development relevant to 

COVID-19 and facilitate scaling-up their deployable technologies and raising funds 
(For e.g. Mylab Discovery Solutions Pvt. Ltd.) 

i) Facilitating Technology Transfer through TechEx 
j) Joining hands with other organizations fighting for COVID-19 

 
 

 
3. Mechanism of implementation, progress and impact 

 

This section briefly talks about the mechanisms & processes that Venture Center has used to 
bring all its initiative into measurable actions, progress so far and impact.   
 

a. Venture Center is the Nerve Center of “Task Force on Repurposing Drugs for 
COVID-19” (TFORD- COVID 19). 
 

The Principal Scientific Advisor to the GoI, Dr K VijayRaghavan, has constituted a S&T Core 
Group on COVID19. Under the aegis of the S&T Core Group on COVID19, a Task Force has 
been constituted focused on Repurposing of Drugs for COVID19 
The Task Force is being coordinated by: 
 
Dr V Premnath, Head, NCL Innovations at  CSIR-NCL and Director, Venture Center 
Dr Anurag Agarwal, Director, CSIR-IGIB 
 
Key goals of this initiative are: 
 

● Information collection and dissemination 
● Systematic analysis, organisation, categorisation, prioritisation 
● Inter-disciplinary advisory group; Engagement platforms; Learned opinions 
● Foresight on path to market and bedside; suggest alternative routes to market 
● Anticipate barriers and suggest mechanisms to remove barriers 
● Virtual network of stakeholders; Connecting the dots 
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g. Venture Center is a satellite partner for National funding call-CAWACH, an 

initiative of NSTEDB, DST, Government of India 
 

The Centre for Augmenting WAR with COVID-19 Health Crisis (CAWACH) is an initiative 
by National Science & Technology Entrepreneurship Development Board (NSTEDB), 
Department of Science and Technology (DST), Government of India.  
 
Under this initiative a nation-wide call has been announced requesting proposals from startups 
working on developing solutions for COVID-19 for funding assistance up to Rs 2 crore per 
start-up. More details available at: https://isba.in/cawach/  
 
Venture Center is a partner to this program and a Satellite Center. Venture Center will be 
responsible for shortlisting proposals and managing and tracking progress for the shortlisted 
startups affiliated to Venture Center.  
 

 
h. Supporting more than two dozen startups for technology development relevant to 

COVID-19 and facilitating scaling-up the deployable technologies and raising 
funds (For e.g. Mylab Discovery Solutions Pvt. Ltd.) 

 
i) Venture Center's Startups Against COVID19. 
 
 Startups at Venture Center have lined up to fight against COVID19. These startups function in 
a plethora of domains such as Diagnostics, Peripheral Medical Devices, PPEs & Assistive 
Devices, Sterilizers & Disinfectants, Digital Technology & Informatics. 
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