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Current BIG Round: Deadline 17th Feb 2014
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Biotechnology Ignition Grant (BIG)



Purpose of BIGPurpose of BIG

Foster generation of ideas with commercialisation 
potentialpotential
Upscale and validate of proof of concept
E   h     k   h l   l    Encourage researchers to take technology closer to 
market through a start up
S i l   i  f iStimulate enterprise formation
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Eligibility for applying to BIGEligibility for applying to BIG
Biotechnology start‐ups :

Registered company under 3 years old
Company should have a functional R&D lab
If   d   t h  R&D l b th  it  h ld b   i t d  ith If company does not have R&D lab then it should be associated with 
an Incubator

Entrepreneurs/ potential entrepreneur from academia,
h i tit t / I di id l / R h / Bi d research institute/ Individuals/ Researchers/ Biomed engg

graduates  :
Incubated in a Technology Business IncubatorIncubated in a Technology Business Incubator
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Scope and Support

BIG i  f  hi h l l i ti  i  th  Bi t h l  

Scope and Support

BIG is for high level innovation in the Biotechnology 
(“broadly defined”)  sector.
BIG supports only up to proof of concept stageBIG supports only up to proof‐of‐concept stage.
Funding in the form of grant‐in‐aid limited up to Rs 50 
lakh for 18 monthslakh for 18 months.
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Tips and Pointers to apply for BIGTips and Pointers to apply for BIG

K   i   t  Key screening parameters 

Project must have “proof‐of‐concept” nature
Novelty in the proposed work or  it should address unmet need in the Novelty in the proposed work or  it should address unmet need in the 
country
Technical feasibility/ do‐ability
Clear indication of  PI’s commitment to commercialization
A credible and complete  team 
G l  ( f  f  t)   hi bl i   8  th  Goals (proof of concept)  achievable in 18 months 
Achievable in proposed budget (equal to or less than Rs 50 lakhs)
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We recommend
A clear PoC definition which would encompass all the aspects of the 
project highlighting novelty and importancep oject g g t g ove ty a d po ta ce
Take efforts to write concept note
Stating generation of IP where ever possible
Clear plan of work plan in stages
Constitution of the team
Divide whole study in to milestone like:Divide whole study in to milestone like:

Targetmonths Milestone targets Funds requested (Rs lakhs)
0

3

99

12

15

8

18



Contd...
CapEx not exceeding 30% of the requested funds
Budget heads :Budget heads :

Heads Amount (Rs lakh) Basis

Equipment

Consumables

Man powerMan power

Incubation services

Travel

External services

Contingency
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Broad domains allowed for BIG proposalBroad domains allowed for BIG proposal
Health care & medical biotech: Therapeutics, Biologicals, Vaccines &
preventives Diagnostics Biomedical devices Tissue engineeringpreventives, Diagnostics, Biomedical devices, Tissue engineering,
Oncology etc
Agriculture, food security, secondary agriculture and allied: Agro and
plant biotech, Animal biotech, Marine biotech, medicinal and
aromatic plants, Seri biotech, Biocontrol/biofertilizers, Food and
nutrition, etc
Industrial product and processes
Green technology & industrial biotechnology: Biochemical

i i Bi l dditi t f l / h i l / t i lengineering, Biomass value addition to fuels/ chemicals/ materials
Others: Bio‐IT interface, bioinformatics, Analytical methods and new

techniques, etc


