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Goals

Inspire and encourage nano-scientists to translate research 
into products for end-users

Enhance understanding of the process to take scientific 
ideas through to market products 

Provide a forum to explore opportunities for product 
innovation

Document key processes and develop a road map for 
commercialization of intellectual property



Workshop outline

Day 1

Inspiration, personal experiences

Entrepreneurship

Markets; Opportunity assessment

Day 2

Technology commercialization

Commercialization routes; Nano-safety

Funding options and investor perspective

Day 3

Patents

Journey from invention to product

University technology transfer



3rd Innovation and Technology Enterprise Lecture



Introduction: Speakers



Peter Dobson
•Academic Director, University of Oxford’s Begbroke Science Park

•Co-founder, Oxonica PLC and Oxford Biosensors Ltd

David Secher
• Founder and Director, Praxis Courses Ltd
• CEO, N8 Research Partnership,  UK

• Director, Cellcentric Ltd and UNICO

• Ex-Director, Research Services Division, University of Cambridge

Tim Harper
• Serial entrepreneur

• Founder, Cientifica Ltd  (business intelligence company)

• Co-founder, Nanosight Ltd

Andrew Elphick
• CEO, IOTA Nanosolutions

• Ex-Global Business Director, Oxonica PLC

Gerry George
• Director, Rajiv Gandhi Centre for Innovation and Entrepreneurship, Imperial 
College UK

• Previously at London Business School; Weinert Applied ventures Program in 

Entrepreneurship, University of Wisconsin-Madison



S Sivaram
• Director, NCL

• Chairman, Venture Center

Hasit Seth
• Asia Patent Manager, Eaton

• Previously, IP Licensing Associate at IPValue

Kunal Sharma
• Co-founder, iRunway (IP  consulting company)

• Previously, founding member of IP team at Evalueserve

Surya Raghu
• Inventor and science entrepreneur

• President, Advanced Fluidics LLC

• Previous Senior Research Engineer, Bowles Fluidics Corporation 

Mahesh Patel
• CEO, ShayoNano Singapore Pvt. Ltd

Mahesh 

Patel



Key themes of the workshop

Opportunity 

identification, 

assessment

Patents, licensing

Tech transfer, 

Commercialization

Inspiration, markets

Journey from idea 

to product

Entrepreneurship, 

financing
Mahesh 

Patel



Introduction: Participants

Name

Organization and location

General research interests

Specific interests in nano-science/tech



Handouts

Reading and reference volume

Reference materials

Few patents

Workshop evaluation form

Book: “The New Business Road Test” by 
John Mullins

Loose handouts:

Sources of funding

Others


